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REMARKS 

Claims 1 6-28 arc pending in the application. Claims 16-1 8, 20, 21, 23, 25, 26, and 28 have 
been amended and claim 29 has been added, leaving claims 16-29 for consideration upon entry or 
the present Amendment. Support for the new elements in the claims can be found on page 13 of 
the specification, Figure 1 , and the description of Figure 1 in the specification. Applicant requests 
reconsideration in view of the following remarks and amendment. 

Claims 16, 20, 23 and 28 stand rejected under 35 US.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The use of the word "system" is meant to refer to an apparatus, 
The claims have been amended to provide the various communications between the sections. The 
word "section" has been used as a generic term for server, computer, network, etc. As explained 
on page 34 of the specification the virtual space may be formed by a server, a computer, multiple 
servers or multiple computers or by the networking including the Internet. In addition, as 
described in the first paragraph, the system can be contained in one apparatus, or separate 
apparatuses or some aspects of the invention can be contained in one apparatus with the rest being 
in multiple apparatus. Thus, by using the word "section " the breadth of the invention is captured, 
In addition, Applicant lias amended claims 16, 20, 23, and 28 rendering the other rejections moot. 

Claims 1-5, 10-12 and 14-15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kitano ct al. (US 6,085,256) ("Kitano' 1 ) in view of Wong et at. (US 5,913,203) ("Wong"). As 
those claims no longer exist, Applicant assumes that the Examiner means claims 16-18, 23-25, and 
27-28. 

For an obviousness rejection to be proper, the Examiner must meet the burden of 
establishing that all elements of the invention are disclosed in the prior art; that the prior art relied 
upon, coupled with knowledge generally available in the art at the time of the invention, must 
contain some suggestion or incentive that would have motivated the skilled artisan to modify a 
reference or combined references; and that the proposed modification of the prior art must have 
had a reasonable expectation of success, determined from the vantage point of the skilled artisan at 
the time the invention was made. In re Fine, 5 U.S J\Q.2d 1596, 1598 (Fed, Cir. 1988); In Re 
Wilson, 165 US.P.Q. 494, 496 (C.CP.A. 1970); Amgen v. Chugai Pharmaceuticals Co., 927 
U.S.P.Q,2d, 1016, 1023 (Fed. Cir. 1996). 



6 

PAGE 7/1 1 * RCVO AT 6/30/2004 4:09:15 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:l)SPT0-EFXRF-1/5 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:86028601 1 5 * DURATION (mm-ss):03<56 



JUN-30-2004 WED 04:15 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602860115 



P. 08/11 



Claims 16-1 8, 23-25, and 27 include the following elements: "a virtual-space creating 
section to create said virtual space in which subjects of said plurality of computers participate, said 
^illim]^^ lin from a real world economy; a virtual- 

currency creating section in communication with said virtual-space creating server, said virtual- 
currency creating section to create a virtual currency serving as cash being effective in said virtual 
space, so as to distribute said virtual-currency among said subjects; a virtual-currency storing 
section in communication with said virtual-space creating server, said virtual-currency storing 
section to store said virtual currency created by said virtual-currency creating section; and a value- 
information storing section in communication with said virtual-space creating server, said value- 
information storing section to store value information, which represents vulue of economic 
activities in said virtual space, said virtual currency is exchanged for said value information in said 
virtual space, wherein said virtual currency can be exchanged for a real currency serving as cash in 
a real world " (Emphasis supplied.) Claim 28 includes the following elements; "creating said 
virtual space in which subjects of said plurality of computers participate, said virtual space hasa 
virtual s pace econ o my that is i nd ependent f ro m a real world economy ; creating virtual currency 
serving as cash being effective in said virtual space, so as to distribute said virtual-currency among 
said subjects; storing said virtual currency, created in said creating step of said virtual currency, in 
a virtual currency storing section; storing a value information, which represents value of economic 
activities in said virtual space, in a value-information storing section, said value information is 
exchanged Tor said virtual currency in said virtual space; and exchanging said virtual currency into 
a real currency, which serves as cash in a real world." (Emphasis supplied.) 

The claims require that the virtual space has a virtual space economy that is independent 
from a real world economy. The additional elements in the claims further define the creation of 
the virtual currency and the value information that serve to create the independent economy. 
Moreover, the present invention also provides that the virtual currency, which is created in the 
virtual space and earned as a result of economic activities in the virtual space, can be exchanged 
back to a real currency, which can then be used in a real world economy. None of the reference 
teach or suggest these elements. 

Kitano discloses the creation of a virtual reality with the objective to achieve economic 
activity through a close connection with real space and which is closely connected with real space. 
See column 2, lines 43-49. Figure 1 1 and column 9, line 33 to column 10, line 67 describe how a 
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purchase is made in Kitano's virtual reality, in particular, the description explains that a real world 
currency, such as through a credit card, are used to purchase the objects in the virtual reality. This 
process of using real world currency fulfills the object of the invention since there is a close 
connection with real space in that real space currency is being used. As such, there is nothing in 
Kitano that teaches or suggests creating a virlual space currency or having a virtual space economy 
thai is independent from a real world economy. 

The system disclosed by Wong is directed to electronic money/Internet payment system, 
and specifically relates to a procedure and method in which customers and vendors can buy and 
sell real world merchandise and information on the Internet by using the Internet cash. See Wong, 
column 3, lines 40-51 . Thus, while Wong discloses the creation of the t4 psendo cash," there is no 
teaching or suggestion of using such cash in a virtual space for economic activities conducted in a 
virlual space, but rather is the pseudo cash is only usable for buying and selling merchandise and 
information in the real world through the Internet, Transactions through the Internet are real world 
economical activities have nothing to do with those in the virtual space activated on the network, 
Indeed, Wong discloses that st thc present invention . . . specifically relates to a procedure and 
method whereby customers and vendors can buy and sell merchandise and information on the 
Internet in a manner resembling various degrees of a real-life cash transactions." See column 3, 
lines 40-45* The teaching in Wong is directed to creating an anonymous transaction on the 
Internet, which is like using real cash, for veal world merchandise. 

Thus, at most, Kitano leaches that a virtual reality is created, however, the object of that 
invention is to make is as closely aligned with the real world, and thus, real world cash is used. 
Wong discloses the pseudo cash, but teaches that the pseudo cash is used for real world 
merchandise. As such, there is no virtual space ec o nomy in either reference and there is absolutely 
no disclosure or teaching in the references that would suggest the creation of a virtual space 
economy that is independent from a real world economy* Moreover, there is no disclosure or 
leaching in the references in which there is a value-information storing section to store value 
information, which represents value of economic activities in said virtual space, and that the virtual 
currency is exchanged for the value information in the virtual space* 

Thus, Kitano and Wong do not teach or suggest all of the limitations ofclaims 16-18, 23- 
25, and 27-28. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejections be withdrawn. 
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Claims 1 9-22, and 26 stand rejected under 35 US.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kitano in view or Wong and further in view of Martinez et al. (US 6,1 19,229) ("Martinez"). 
Claims 19-22 and 26 include the same elements as claim 16. Thus, for the reason discussed above, 
Kitano and Wong do not teach or suggest all of the elements of the claims. Moreover, Martinez 
does not remedy the deficiencies of Kitano and Wong. Accordingly, for at least that reason, the 
rejection should be withdrawn. 

In addition, claims 19-22 and 26 include the following element: "an identification data 
generating section to generate identification data sets, each of which is attached to each of said 
subjects of said plurality of computers, between which said virtual currency are exchanged within 
said virtual space." While Martinez may disclose the generation of identification data sets, none of 
the references discloses that virtual currency is exchanged within the virtual space between the 
subjects that have an identification set. The Examiner asserts that Wong can be combined with 
Martinez to reach the claimed invention* However, Wong discloses that the pseudo cash is used to 
create the anonymous transaction and thus, there is no teaching or suggestion as to also creating an 
identification set. In fact, Wong teach against creating such identification set because to do so 
would defeat the purpose of the pseudo cash being like real cash and would defeat the anonymous 
aspect of the transaction. Accordingly Kitano* Wong, and Martinez do not teach or suggest the 
claimed clement. 

Moreover, obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the teachings of 
the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or 
motivation to do so found cither in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally 
available to one of ordinary skill in the art. In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1988); In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992); MPEP § 2143.01. There is 
no teaching in the cited art to combine the references in an attempt to produce the claimed 
invention. 

Tn particular, Kitano and Wong cannot be combined to produce the claimed invention. 
Kitano teaches that a real world money is used because the object of the invention is to achieve an 
economic activity that is closely connected with real space. By using real currency, such object is 
achieved. A virtual currency cannot be used because to do so would teach away from the object of 
the invention of connecting the virtual reality as closely as possible to real space. Moreover, 
Wong cannot he combined with Kitano, Wong teaches the use orthe pseudo cash for real world 
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transactions. In particular, Wong is creating an anonymous cash-like transactions for real world 
services and goods. Wong leaches dial die pscudo cash is lo be used for real world transactions. 
The entire teaching is to create a pseudo cash that is like real cash. There is no teaching or 
suggestion otherwise. Accordingly, there is no motivation to use die pscudo cash in Wong in a 
virtual reality in which a virtual economy is created. 

For these additional reasons, claims 1 6-28 arc patentable over the references and Applicant 
respectfully requests that claims 16-28 be allowed. 

Claim 29 has been added and includes similar limitations as those described above. Thus, 
for the reasons set forth above, claim 29 is an allowable claim. 

In view oftho foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the instant application is in 
condition for allowance. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that this application be allowed 
and a Notice of Allowance issued. If the Examiner believes that a telephone conference with 
Applicant's attorneys would be advantageous to the disposition of this case, the Examiner is 
cordially requested to telephone the undersigned- 

In the event the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks deems additional fees to be due 
in connection with this application, Applicant's attorney hereby authorizes that such fee be 
charged to Deposit Account No. 06-1 130. 



Respectfully submitted, 



CANTOR COLBURN LLP 




Lisa A, Bongtovi u 
Registration No. 48,933 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 Griftln Road South 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860) 286-0115 
Customer No. 23413 
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